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March 2, 2017 

 

The Honorable Thad Cochran    The Honorable Patrick Leahy 

Chairman      Ranking Member 

Committee on Appropriations    Committee on Appropriations 

United States Senate     United States Senate 

S-128 Capitol      S-146A Capitol  

Washington, DC 20510    Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Rodney Frelinghuysen   The Honorable Nita Lowey 

Chairman      Ranking Member 

Committee on Appropriations    Committee on Appropriations 

United States House     United States House 

H-305 Capitol      1016 Longworth House Office  

Washington, DC 20515     Building 

       Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chairmen Cochran and Frelinghuysen, and Ranking Members Leahy and Lowey: 

On behalf of The National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy, I would 

like to express appreciation for maintaining funding for programs that reduce teen and 

unplanned pregnancy in FY 2017 appropriations to date, and respectfully request the 

following funding levels within the FY 2018 Labor, Health and Human Services and 

Education (LHHS) appropriations bill: 

 

• $110 million for the Office of Adolescent Health (OAH) Teen Pregnancy Prevention 

Program (TPP Program) 

• $327 million for the Title X Family Planning Program 

 

Pregnancy planning is directly linked to a wide array of benefits for women, men, children, 

and society.  These benefits include fewer unplanned pregnancies and thus less abortion, 

more educational and economic opportunities, improved maternal and infant health, greater 

family wellbeing and reduced public spending.  The public understands these benefits and 

their connection to preventing unplanned pregnancy.  The vast majority (84%) believe that 

when young women have the power to decide if and when to get pregnant, this has an impact 

on their educational and economic opportunities.1   

 

                                                 
1 https://thenationalcampaign.org/resource/survey-says-april-2016  

https://thenationalcampaign.org/resource/survey-says-april-2016
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We recognize that Congress faces tough budget decisions.  In this context, investing a modest 

amount in proven approaches to reduce teen and unplanned pregnancy that also strengthen 

our economy is more important than ever.  In order to accomplish this, we ask you to 

strongly support the TPP Program and the Title X Family Planning Program.   

 

Teen Pregnancy Prevention Program 

 

We request that funding for the TPP Program be restored to $110 million—its original 

funding level.  This competitive grant program is funded at $101 million in the current FY 

2017 continuing resolution.  Grants support a broad array of evidence-based programs.  With 

more than 40 evidence-based models, including those that focus on abstinence alone, both 

abstinence and contraception, parent-child communication, and/or youth development, 

communities have the flexibility to choose an approach that reflects their needs and values.  

In addition to funding to replicate programs with strong evidence, the TPP Program is also 

committed to using innovation and evaluation to continue learning what works best for 

particular settings and populations, expanding options for communities, and strengthening 

outcomes.  A second round of 84 grants were awarded in FY 2015 to 38 states and the 

Marshall Islands.  Over the five-year project period—contingent on continued 

appropriations—these grants are expected to serve 1.2 million teens, and will focus intensely 

on the most at-risk youth.  The TPP Program has been lauded by independent experts as a 

high quality example of evidence-based policymaking.  It is one of the few government 

programs that both uses evidence as criteria for funding decisions and continues to rigorously 

evaluate its efforts and results.  In fact, only $1 out of every $100 spent on federal programs 

is backed by any evidence that the money is being spent wisely.  

 

In recent years, several efforts were made to reallocate funding from the evidence-based TPP 

Program to abstinence-only (also referred to as sexual risk avoidance) programs without a 

strong standard of evidence.  The TPP Program does support abstinence-only program 

models that meet the rigorous evaluation criteria required by HHS.  Furthermore, there are 

several evidence-based program models that address both abstinence and contraception that 

have resulted in participating teens waiting longer to have sex.  For these reasons, The 

National Campaign believes federal dollars should focus on results rather than on any 

particular ideology.  Redirecting funding from a program that focuses on what works to one 

that focuses on content is not an effective use of public funds.  The public strongly supports 

this approach.  Eighty-five percent of adults (including 75% of Republicans and 89% of 

Democrats) support maintaining federal funding for the TPP Program.2 

 

Teen pregnancy and birth rates have declined by 55% and 64%, respectively since the early 

1990s and progress has accelerated in recent years.  In fact, since the TPP Program began, the 

teen birth rate has declined 35% from 2010 to 2015, a drop that is more than twice as large as 

the decline in any other five-year period.  While there are certainly many factors that 

contribute to this success, it is clear that the pace of progress has accelerated dramatically 

since the federal commitment to evidence-based teen pregnancy prevention began in 2010.  

However, it is still the case that roughly one in four girls in this country will become pregnant 

before the age of 20.  This equates more than 550,000 teen pregnancies per year.  Further, the 

United States has much higher teen pregnancy rates than our trading partners and 

                                                 
2 https://thenationalcampaign.org/resource/survey-says-january-2017  

https://thenationalcampaign.org/resource/survey-says-january-2017
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competitors.  There are also significant disparities in U.S. rates.  Four in 10 African-

American girls and one in three Latinas will become pregnant before age 20.  In contrast, 

roughly one in six non–Hispanic white teen girls will get pregnant by age 20.  And nearly 

half of all teen girls in foster care have been pregnant at least once by the age of 19. 

 

At a time when our country needs to become more competitive, our high teen pregnancy rate 

stands in the way of progress, as young parents have less opportunity to receive the education 

and skills they need to compete.  Thirty percent of teen girls who have dropped out of high 

school cite pregnancy/parenthood as a key reason.  Fewer than two percent of those who have 

a child before age 18 attain a college degree by age 30.  However, the unprecedented declines 

over the past two decades show that progress is possible. 

 

The estimated savings in 2010 alone due to the substantial decline in the teen birth rate 

between 1991 and 2010 was $12 billion.  Yet, teen childbearing costs taxpayers at least $9.4 

billion annually.3  Accordingly, the TPP Program is a sound investment.  The program 

represents just .06% of the total LHHS appropriations for FY 2016. 

 

We encourage you to allocate at least $110 million for the TPP Program and maintain current 

evidence standards.  This will enable competitive grants around the country to continue 

providing a wide variety of evidence-based programs to the most at-risk youth and grow our 

knowledge of what works, while maintaining the progress we have made on this issue as a 

nation.  Why mess with success? 

 

Title X Family Planning Program 

 

We request $327 million in funding for the Title X program for FY 2018.  For more than four 

decades, Title X has played a critical role in preventing unplanned pregnancy by offering 

low-income and uninsured individuals access to high-quality contraceptive services, 

preventive screenings, and health education and information.4  The majority (66%) of 

patients served by Title X have income at or below 100% of the federal poverty level (FPL) 

and receive services free of charge.  Another 22% of patients have incomes between 101% 

and 250% FPL and receive services on a sliding fee scale.  In 2014, Title X–funded clinics 

helped women avert 904,000 unintended pregnancies, 439,000 unplanned births, and 326,000 

abortions.  Despite the significant return on investment, the current $286.5 million funding 

level for FY 2016 is $31 million lower than the FY 2010 level, which was already inadequate 

to meet the need.  Reduced funding over the last several years has resulted in fewer patients 

served and more clinic closings.  For example, in 2015, Title X clinics served 4 million 

women and men, down 23% or 1.2 million patients from the 5.2 million patients served in 

2010. 

 

The need for publicly funded contraception is already far greater than the supply.  Any cuts 

to Title X only increase this need.  Recent research conducted by The National Campaign 

shows that nearly 20 million American women live in contraceptive deserts—defined by their 

                                                 
3 http://thenationalcampaign.org/why-it-matters/public-cost 
4 https://thenationalcampaign.org/resource/saving-tax-dollars-and-reducing-abortion-what-you-need-know-

about-title-x-family-planning  

https://thenationalcampaign.org/resource/saving-tax-dollars-and-reducing-abortion-what-you-need-know-about-title-x-family-planning
https://thenationalcampaign.org/resource/saving-tax-dollars-and-reducing-abortion-what-you-need-know-about-title-x-family-planning
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lack of reasonable access to public health care sites offering the full range of contraceptive 

methods.5   

 

For the first time in decades, unplanned pregnancy is declining in the U.S.  Abortion is also at 

its lowest levels since Roe v. Wade.  Notably this is the case in states that have passed 

significant restrictions on abortion and in states that have not, leading researchers to 

attribute the decline mainly to less unplanned pregnancy driven by greater use of 

effective contraception.  At such a time, and with other potentially destabilizing changes to 

the health care system on the horizon, the last thing we should do is weaken an already 

fragile family planning safety-net by not strongly supporting the Title X program. 

 

The public certainly agrees.  Seventy-five percent of adults (including 66% of Republicans 

and 84% of Democrats) favor continuing the Title X program.6  In fact, 81% (including 74% 

of Republicans and 86% of Democrats) agree that those who oppose abortion should be 

strong supporters of birth control.  By providing contraceptive education and services, Title 

X enables low-income women who wish to avoid an unplanned pregnancy to take personal 

responsibility.  In doing so Title X also saves money and reduces abortion.  Therefore, we 

strongly urge you to support the program. 

 

Additional Programs 

 

In addition to funding for the aforementioned programs, we urge you to provide adequate 

funding levels for other important programs that contribute to reducing teen and unplanned 

pregnancy as part of broader efforts.  These programs include the Maternal and Child Health 

Block Grant, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and Community Health 

Centers. 

 

We appreciate the budget constraints facing the Committee and respectfully urge you to 

support this request.  Investing in teen and unplanned pregnancy prevention reduces public 

spending, disparities, and abortion while improving economic competitiveness and the health 

and wellbeing of families.  We look forward to working with your offices.  Please contact 

Rachel Fey, Director of Public Policy, at (202) 478-8529 or rfey@thenc.org, for any further 

information regarding this request. 

 

Sincerely, 

  

  
  

 Ginny Ehrlich 

 CEO 

                                                 
5 http://thenationalcampaign.org/press-release/new-research-shows-millions-american-women-lack-access-

full-range-birth-control  
6 http://thenationalcampaign.org/resource/survey-says-january-2017  

mailto:akane@thenc.org
http://thenationalcampaign.org/press-release/new-research-shows-millions-american-women-lack-access-full-range-birth-control
http://thenationalcampaign.org/press-release/new-research-shows-millions-american-women-lack-access-full-range-birth-control
http://thenationalcampaign.org/resource/survey-says-january-2017

